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March 23'4,2025 11 am Lent 11l
The Lenten Journey With The Stories Of The Ancestors Continues

Welcome and thank you for joining in our worship this holy morning! We hope you feel at
home in our midst. Let us pause to remember that in this region we live and work and
worship on lands that are, by law, the unceded territories of the Wabanaki peoples—
predominantly the lands of the Mi’kmaq, Wolastoqiyik and Passamaquoddy. May we live
with respect on this land, and live in peace and friendship with its people. If you are visiting
or new to the congregation please introduce yourself to Rev. Dr. Burke. Grace and peace to
you all!

Thought for Meditation:

Geese appear high over us, pass, and the sky closes.

Abandon, as in love or sleep, holds them to their way,

clear, in the ancient faith: what we need

is here. And we pray, not for new earth or heaven, but to be

quiet in heart, and in eye clear. What we need is here. Wendell Berry

THE GATHERING

* WELCOME & LIGHTING OF THE LENTEN CANDLES

INTROIT: Spirit Open My Heart #79 MV, Refrain
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you!
People: And also with you!
Leader: Let us worship together!

*HYMN #274 VU Your Hand, O God, Has Guided



OPENING PRAYER (Based on A Song of Faith 4.0)
Leader: We gather here, O God, called together by Christ as a
community of broken but hopeful believers,
People: loving what he loved, living what he taught,
Leader: striving to be your faithful servants in our time and place.
People: Our ancestors in faith bequeath to us experiences of their
faithful living; upon their lives our lives are built.
Leader: And so, in this good and jarring company we dare to walk the
Lenten journey again, praying:
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S HYMN#145 MV Draw The Circle Wide (Refrain)
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
CHILDREN’S HYMN# 145 MV Draw The Circle Wide (Refrain)

THE WORD OF GOD

*RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 63, p.781 VU

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 55: 1-9

ANTHEM: Christ Be Our Light  Bernadette Farrell

SERMON: The Feast Reluctantly Given and All Those Leftovers!
*HYMN# 460 VU All Who Hunger

THE RESPONSE
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 2.



OFFERING & OFFERTORY: When We Are Living (#581 VU, v.2)
Through all our living, we our fruits must give.
Good works of service are for offering.
When we are giving, or when receiving,
We belong to God, we belong to God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
*HYMN#171 MV Christ Has No Body Now But Yours

THE LITANY OF DIMINISHING LIGHT
Leader: Our Lenten journey continues, and slowly, the light fades....

| The third purple candle is snuffed]

and so we pray: Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy.

Lord have mercy upon us.

We sit with the stories of our ancestors O God, and we see how

much has changed. And how little.

We too know the evil that exists in our world, and how powerless we

can feel. We can forget that we still have the power to choose:

Do we choose to see a world of scarcity? Or do we dare to see

abundance?

And then, O God, how shall we choose to live?’

It is the question of the ages, and as weighty as 12 baskets.

But here we are, O God, gathered within the strength of community,

And so together, we lay our burdens down...

..... A moment of quiet... ... ...
The Assurance: Remember O people, the One that breathed life into dust,
that claimed you as Beloved, covenants with you still, reminding us that we
are forgiven, that there is nothing- nothing - that can separate us from God’s
love. And so, in such confidence we go, to love and serve the world.
Amen and amen.

The Choral Blessing: (#95 MYV)
How deep the peace, the confidence, of those whose wrongs are forgiven.
How deep the peace the confidence, of those whose hearts are healed.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
E-Mail: nmuc875@gmail.com

Website: www.newmarylandunited.ca

If you know of someone in hospital please notify the Church. Please

forward items of prayer and celebration to the Minister. For emergencies,
you may call Rev. Dr. Kelly Burke at 470-9634.

Greeter This Week: Linda Watson
Tellers This Week: Dorothy Webster and Linda Watson
Trustee on Duty (Mar): David Ward

The bulletin today is dedicated by Heather Clements in memory of her
Mom, Jean P. Cull, whose birthday was March 24™.

LOOKING AHEAD:
Mon., Mar. 24" - 1:00 pm - Lenten Conversations
Sun., Mar. 30™ -11:00 am - Worship Service — Lent IV
Wed., Apr. 2" - 1:30 pm - Men’s Club Meeting

7:00 pm - U.C.W.

LENTEN CONVERSATIONS: Join as you can for 6 weeks of
conversations. Sacred Stories we are told, and the Sacred Stories we tell,
as humans and as community. Beginning Monday, Mar. 10" - 1:00-2:30
pm at church.

MEN'S CLUB CHILI NIGHT - Please book Wednesday, March 26 at
6pm for our Chili Night. Meat lovers and vegetarian chili along with garlic
bread and dessert will be served. Following the meal, William (Bill) L.
Randall, Professor Emeritus, Dept of Gerontology, St Thomas University
will be the guest speaker. His topic is "Aging as an Adventure'. A good
will offering would be graciously accepted. Profits will go to NMUC
Outreach. Come and bring a friend! 4.


mailto:nmuc
http://www.newmarylandunited.ca/

SPRING YARD SALE - Just a reminder that the Men's Club will be
holding a yard sale on May 3™ at the New Maryland Centre. More
information will follow in the upcoming months. Please keep this in mind if
you have articles that you would like to see go to another home.

A special 100th Anniversary Keepsake edition of Broadview is available
for order, celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the United Church of
Canada. It contains historic letters, watershed moments in our
denomination's history, and reflections on where we are called to in the
future. Cost: $5.00 each. You must order by March 30™ by calling the
church office: 506-459-3313 or emailing: nmuc875@gmail.com

GREETER SIGN UP SHEET - Just a reminder that there is a “Greeter
Schedule” posted at the back door. If you would like to volunteer to be a
greeter some Sunday morning, kindly fill in your name by any Sunday that
would be convenient for you. Thanks!

NMUC LIBRARY - We have a wonderful assortment of books in our
little library. Recently we have acquired a collection of books by NB writers,
like Peter Clark and the brothers Wayne and Herb Curtis from the

Miramichi. There's folk lore and novels and walking guides, all celebrating
our province...come have a look!

JIGSAW PUZZLE LIBRARY - Just a reminder that we have a
lovely selection of jigsaw puzzles in the mini kitchen (off the sanctuary).
They are available to anyone who would like to borrow them. A great way to
pass the time. Donations of puzzles are greatly appreciated.

GREENER VILLAGE COMMUNITY FOOD CENTRE: For

the month of March, we will focus on kids snacks (peanut-free).
However, as always, everything is deeply appreciated.
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