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          Betwixt Fire and Ashes: A Celtic Service in the Season Of Epiphany  

Welcome and thank you for joining in our worship this holy morning!  We hope you feel at 
home in our midst.  Let us pause to remember that in this region we live and work and 
worship on lands that are, by law, the unceded territories of the Wabanaki peoples—
predominantly the lands of the Mi’kmaq,  Wolastoqiyik and Passamaquoddy. May we live 
with respect on this land, and live in peace and friendship with its people.  If you are visiting 
or new to the congregation please introduce yourself to Rev. Dr. Burke.   Grace and peace to 
you all! 

Thought for Meditation:               
I’d love the heavenly host to be present, dancing and singing; White cups 
of love I’d give them with a heart and a half.  Sweet pitchers of mercy I’d 
offer.  I’d make heaven a cheerful spot.  We’d be drinking good health 
forever and every drop would be a prayer.      Brigid of Kildare 
 

T H E     G A T H E R I N G  
* WELCOME & LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

INTROIT: Gather Us In  (Marty Haugen) 
 Here in this place new light is streaming, 
 Now is the darkness vanished away; 
 See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 
 Brought here to you in the light of this day. 
  Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
  Gather us in, the blind and the lame. 
  Call to us now and we shall awaken, 
  We shall arise at the sound of our name! 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                     
 Leader: The Light of Christ be with you!                         
 People: And also with you!         
 Leader: Let us worship together!  



*HYMN #410 VU This Day God Gives Me 
 
OPENING PRAYER (Based on a Matins by John O’Donohue)  

 We arise today, O God, blessed by all things:  
 Delight of eyes, wonder of whisper, urgency of thought, and the 
 miracle of your embrace.         
 May we live this day compassionate of heart, clear in word, and 
 gracious in awareness.  
 May we live this day courageous in thought, and as generous in love 
 as the One who taught us to pray, saying: 
  Our Father who art in heaven,                                                             
 Hallowed be thy name.                                                                                
 Thy kingdom come,                                                                                       
 Thy will be done,                                                                                             
 On earth as it is in heaven.                                                                                
 Give us this day our daily bread,                                                                 
 And forgive us our trespasses,                                                                      
 As we forgive those who trespass against us.                                            
 And lead us not into temptation,                                                                 
 But deliver us from evil,                                                                                 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,                                  
 For ever and ever.   Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S HYMN#366 VU  Like A Child  v.3 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 CHILDREN’S HYMN#366 VU  Like A Child  v.3   
 
   T H E   W O R D   O F   G O D 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON: Psalm 104 

ANTHEM: The Word Of Life John Bell, words/trad. Irish tune 

SERMON: Saints and Pagans and Listening For The Heartbeat of God 
 

*HYMN # 626 VU I Heard The Voice Of Jesus      2. 



T H E   R E S P O N S E 
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING & OFFERTORY: Grant Us, God, The Grace (#540 VU) 
 Grant us, God, the grace of giving,  
 With a spirit large and free, 
 That ourselves and all our living 
 We may offer faithfully. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
A CELTIC PRAYER LITANY: [from the Iona Community] 
 Before God and with the people of God, we confess to our brokenness: 
 to the ways we wound our lives,  
 the lives of others, 
 and the life of the world. 
 With the whole church we affirm: 
 That we are made in God’s image, 
 befriended by Christ, empowered by the Spirit. 
 With the people everywhere, we affirm: 
 God’s goodness at the heart of humanity, 
 planted more deeply than all that is wrong. 
 With all creation we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 
 the unfolding purposes of God, forever at work in ourselves and the 
 world. And all the people said: 
 AMEN!      
  
*HYMN # 642 VU Be Thou My Vision 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                        

*CHORAL BLESSING: Go Now In Peace            Besig/Price 
Go now in peace, never be afraid. 
God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 
Know God will guide you in all you do.        3. 



Go now in love, and show you believe. 
Reach out to others, so all the world can see, 
God will be there, watching from above, 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love 
A-men.  A-men.   A-a-a-men. 

 
 

The bulletin today is dedicated in loving memory of Mom, Tiny 
(Velzora) Campbell by Stan and Laurie Campbell. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                               
E-Mail:  nmuc875@gmail.com                                    
Website:  www.newmarylandunited.ca 

If you know of someone in hospital please notify the Church.  Please 
forward items of prayer and celebration to the Minister.  For emergencies, 
you may call Rev. Dr. Kelly Burke at 470-9634.  

Greeter This Week: Steve Hayward                                                                                                  
Teller This Week:  Dorothy Webster and Jim Merrill                                                        
Trustee on Duty (Feb):  Ann Urquhart 

LOOKINGAHEAD:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Sun., Feb. 2nd  -  12:00 noon - Official Board Budget Meeting            
Wed., Feb. 5th -     1:30 pm -  Men’s Club Meeting                       
          7:00 pm -  U.C.W. Meeting                                           
Sun., Feb. 23rd  - 11:00 am – Worship – Annual Congregational Meeting 

 

  

GREETER SIGN UP SHEET – Just a reminder that there is a “Greeter 
Schedule” posted at the back door.  If you would like to volunteer to be a 
greeter some Sunday morning, kindly fill in your name by any Sunday that 
would be convenient for you.  Thanks!        4. 
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CHURCH BULLETINS - Anyone wishing to sponsor a Sunday bulletin 
($20), please contact the church office (459-3313).  We encourage everyone 
to consider being a sponsor as it off sets the cost of our weekly bulletins.  
There is a sign up sheet posted on the bulletin board in the foyer if you’d like 
to sponsor a bulletin for a particular day. 

 

GREENER VILLAGE COMMUNITY FOOD CENTRE:  For 
the month of February, we will focus on canned pasta sauce or diced 
tomatoes.  However, as always, everything is deeply appreciated. 

 

NMUC LIBRARY – Just a reminder that we have plenty of interesting 
books in our church library for anyone to borrow.   There have been a couple 
of requests for “large print” novels for our library.  If you have any at home 
or know someone who would like to donate some, we’d love to have them. 

JIGSAW PUZZLE LIBRARY – Just a reminder that we have a 
lovely selection of jigsaw puzzles in the mini kitchen (off the sanctuary). 
They are available to anyone who would like to borrow them.  A great way to 
pass the time.  Donations of puzzles are greatly appreciated.  

 
                                         STORM NOTICE                                                                                                             
In the event that Church service is cancelled due to inclement weather, 
you will be informed in the various manners, but not before 8:30 am. 

1.  E-mail notification:  If you have e-mail, this is the most direct 
method. 

2. Radio Stations: CBC, JOY-FM, CAPITAL 
3. Website:  http://www.newmarylandunited.ca/  It will be on the 

Home Page. 
4.  The answering machine on the church telephone (459-3313). 

 

               5. 
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