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December 24th, 2015 7 pm Celebrating the Birth of Jesus
CHILDREN’S PAGEANT: Molly Mouse’s Gift To the Baby Jesus
Welcome and thank you for sharing in our worship this Holy Night! We hope you feel at
home in our midst. If you are visiting please introduce yourself to Rev. Burke. Grace and
peace to you this Christmas Night!

THE

GATHERING

*Please rise in body or in spirit for sections marked with an asterisk.

A Carol Sing As We Gather!
PRELUDE: The Old Ship of Zion

Arr. Kile Smith

*Hymn# 60 VU O Come All Ye Faithful
Verse 1: CHOIR – in Latin
Adeste fideles, laeti triumphantes,
venite, venite, in Bethlehem:
natum videte regem angelorum:
Venite, adoremus, venite adoremus,
venite adoremus, Dominum.
Verses 2-5 ALL join in:
Verse 2:
God of God light of light
Lo he abhors not the virgin's womb;
Very God begotten not created:
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ The Lord.

Verse 3:
Sing choirs of angels sing in exultation
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above;
Glory to God in the highest:
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ The Lord
Verse 4:
See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him, Christ The Lord
Verse 5:
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:
O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,
O come let us adore him Christ The Lord.
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come, let us worship together: And may the Joy of Christ be with
you all!
ALL: And also with you!
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY:
Reader 1: Here we are, gathered together to tell once again, the old, old,
story of how God came to us on that first Christmas! It is a night of stories
and songs, that we might enter the holy mystery of Emmanuel, God-with-us.
We tell of shepherds, and angels, and inns that have no room. And we tell of
the babe who is birthed in a stable, and laid in a manger.
2.

Reader 2: As we awaited this night we have been counting down the weeks,
lighting candles to push back the dark, and brighten our hearts. We have lit
Candles of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. And now the wait is over. For unto
us is born this night, as he was so long ago, a Saviour who is Christ the Lord!
[The Christ Candle is lit]
All sing: Hymn #6 VU A Candle is Burning (verse 5)
We honour Messiah with Christ Candle’s flame,
our Christmas Eve candles glad tidings proclaim.
O come, all you faithful, rejoice in this night,
as God comes among us, the Christian’s true light.
Reader 1: Let us pray together:
All: In the wonder of this night, O God, we still ourselves, for just a
moment. Help us to make room, that you might be born again
Emmanuel - not in a stable, but in our hearts. This we ask, in the name
of the one born of Mary. Amen.
*HYMN #59 VU Joy to the World
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy
repeat the sounding joy
repeat, repeat the sounding joy

3.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground:
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the earth with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love
and wonders of his love
and wonders, wonders of his love.
THE GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2: 1-20
ANTHEM: Were You There On That Christmas Night? Sleeth/Thompson
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER Ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER:
We ask for your blessing O God, on the shepherds in the field,
whatever the field, on all those who are keeping watch this night:
doctors and nurses, police and fire fighters, military personnel – all
those who, for the sake of us all, are apart from their loved ones.
Bless them and keep them, O God.
A blessing upon all who are suffering this night.
For a light shines in the darkness, and the darkness shall not
overcome it.
A blessing upon all those who, like the angels that holy night, call us to
new life and adventure; blessings upon those who lead us to surprises,
and those who sing us home.
May the heavens ring with our thanks for them!
4.

A blessing on this gathering, and upon all whom we love – those in
life, and those in loving memory.
[a pause to remember]
The grace of God has appeared among us.
The Spirit of the Lord has been poured out richly upon us.
A blessing on the whole world, O God!
Let all the earth rejoice – for unto us, a child is born!
A Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, and who taught us to pray together,
saying:
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
OFFERING: Solo: Oh Holy Night – Carolyn Hatt
OFFERTORY: (#81 VU, v.3 )
As they offered gifts most rare, at that manger crude and bare,
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heavenly King!
THE PAGEANT
MAKING ROOM: Molly Mouse’s Gift To The Baby Jesus
THE CAST:
Molly Mouse: Dorothy Webster
Owl: Abby Tupling
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Sheep: Emma Knorr
Cow: Faith Ross
Hen: Amber Knorr
Cat: Jessica Tupling
Angels: Evey Minor, Nevaeh Ross, Mia Minor, Brooklyn
Shepherds: Allyson Loftus, Hudson Harris; Emma Loftus
Mary: Joanne MacGillivray
Joseph: Stuart MacGillivray
Infant Jesus: Alex MacGillivray
Director: Sheila Power
Asst: Brooke-Lyn Power
Sound/Lights: Brodie Power
Art: Pam Gonnason
Narrator: Rev Kelly Burke
SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
A choir member will come down and light the candle of the person at the
end of the row. They will say: The Light of Christ has come! The
response may be: Amen! This continues as you light the candle of the
person next to you, and so on. When everyone’s candle is lit, we will sing
together: Silent Night – words are printed in bulletin.
(Note: slide the cup down the candle for the purpose of lighting. Once
lit, slide the cup up to fully enclose the flame. The person with the lit
candle should hold it upright, and the unlit candle can be tipped to receive
the light.)
*HYMN# 67 VU Silent Night
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
6.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar
heavenly hosts sing hallelujah,
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.
Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus Lord, at thy birth.
*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BLESSING (CHOIR):While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace;
Good will to all from highest heaven, begin, and never cease.
POSTLUDE: On Jordan’s Stormy Banks

Arr. Timothy Shaw

The bulletin tonight is dedicated to the glory of God, in loving memory of
Milton and Myrtle Price and Dougie Hiscock, and in honour of M.W. Price
& Sons 50th anniversary. With heartfelt gratitude for all the ways this
family has served their church so faithfully and so well over the
generations!
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