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CELEBRATING THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD
A Christmas Eve Service of Candlelight and Communion

Welcome and thank you for joining in our worship this holy night! If you are visiting or new
to the congregation, we hope you feel at home in our midst. Let us pause to remember that in
this region we live and work and worship on lands that are, by law, the unceded territories of
the Wabanaki peoples—predominantly the lands of the Mi’kmaq, Wolastoqiyik and
Passamaquoddy. May we live with respect on this land, and live in friendship with its people.
Grace and peace to you all on this Christmas Night!

THE GATHERING

*Please rise in body or in spirit for sections marked with an asterisk.

THE GATHERING & WELCOME
THE COMING OF THE CHRIST LIGHT & CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Here in the darkness, a light shines.

ALL: It is the Light of the World!

One: The Light of Hope, and Peace, and Joy and Love.

ALL: The Light shines in the darkness, and draws us all near.

One: And so here we are, gathered together, to welcome the Christ
Child: The Light of the world!

*HYMN#62 VU Once In Royal David’s City

PRAYER OF APPROACH AND THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace: be born in us again this night. Still us, that we might hear
the angels sing, the footfall of shepherds, and the cry of a newborn,
who has come to save us all. In wonder, we pray together, saying:
Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.



Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil,

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 2:1-19
REFLECTION: A4 Night Full of Mysteries
SOLO (as Offering is being taken) —
OFFERING & OFFERTORY (#55 VU, v.4)

What can I give him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him - give my heart.

*HYMN#76 VU See Amid The Winter’s Snow, v.1, 2 and 5

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Invitation
The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving

++++++++++++++++We Share the FeastH+++++++++++++

Prayer After Communion:

No love that in a family dwells,

No carolling in the frosty air,

Nor all the steeple-shaking bells

can with this single truth compare:

That God was man in Palestine

and lives today in bread and wine. Amen.




SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

A choir member will come down and light the candle of the person at the end of
the row. They will say: The Light of Christ! The response may be: Amen! This
continues as you light the candle of the person next to you, and so on. When
everyone’s candle is lit, we will sing together: Silent Night. (Nofte: slide the cup
down the candle for the purpose of lighting. Once lit, slide the cup up to fully
enclose the flame. The person with the lit candle should hold it upright, and the
unlit candle can be tipped to receive the light.)

*HYMN# 67 VU Silent Night
Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar

heavenly hosts sing hallelujah,

Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.

Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face,

with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus Lord, at thy birth.

*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BLESSING: While Shepherds Watched (#75 VU, v.6)

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace;
Good will to all from highest heaven, begin, and never cease.



